
REPORT ON BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
FOR THE 2015 FINANCIAL YEAR1

SECTION IX- EUROPEAN DATA PROTECTION SUPERVISOR (EDPS)

MISSION

The EDPS was established by Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and started activities in 2004. The institution is an
independent supervisory authority whose mission is to ensure that the fundamental rights and freedoms of
individuals and in particular their right to privacy, are respected when the EU institutions and bodies
process personal data.

The EDPS is responsible for:

a) Supervising compliance with Regulation 45/2001/EC and other EU acts on the protection of individuals
as regards the processing of personal data by the EU institutions and bodies. Prior checks, complaint
handling and practical and administrative advice are some of the tools used to ensure compliance. Where
necessary and appropriate, the EDPS may also conduct inquires, inspections and adopt enforcement
measures.

b) Providing advice to the EU institutions and bodies on data protection policy, in particular, by responding
to consultations on legislative provisions related to data protection. This duty may also include intervening
before the Court of Justice or monitoring technological development, in particular those information
technologies likely to have an impact on data protection.

c) Cooperating with national data protection authorities and supervisory bodies in the former “third pillar”
with a view to improving a consistent application of data protection rules within the EU.

Data protection is a fundamental right enshrined in Article 8 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights,
which has now become legally binding at Treaty level. Article 16 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU), introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, and has also reinforced the importance of data
protection in the EU acquis.

BUDGET

The budget adopted by the budgetary authority for 2015, after an amending budget, amounted to EUR 8 760
417, which represented a 9.33% increase on the 2015 budget.

As recommended by the Commission, we persisted in our policy of austerity for the draft budget for 2015.
Most budgetary lines, for the third consecutive year, remained frozen to 0% and the EDPS budget excluding
new activities forecast in the financial program 2014-2020, results in a nominal freeze at the 2014 level (0%).

As regards these new activities and as a result of the new General Data Protection Regulation, the most
important was the creation of a small task-force by mid-2015 with the responsibility of assessing the
necessary legal, operational and budgetary means for the creation of the European Data Protection Board
(EDPB) and assisting with the transformation of the Article 29 Working Party into the future EDPB (further
to the adoption of the new General Data Protection Regulation in late 2014 or early 2015). Accordingly, as
planned since the creation in 2013 of a new Title III to cover the future needs of the EDPB, some minimum
appropriations were requested.

Indeed, the EDPB will be entrusted with the task of ensuring a consistent interpretation and application of
the new Data Protection Regulation across all Member States. Under the adopted text, the Secretariat of the

1 In accordance with Articles 142 and 128 of the Financial Regulation of 25 June 2002.



EDPB will be provided by the EDPS; hence the creation of a task force by mid-2015 with the mandate of
executing the necessary preparatory work.

Finally, we suppressed one post in our Establishment Plan for 2015 and we will complete the undertaken
reduction of 5% with the suppression of a second post in 2016.

With regard to the budgetary procedure, taking into account the size of the institution, the EDPS decided to
apply the Commission’s internal rules on budget implementation, in so far as they were applicable to the
structure of his budget and to the size of the institution, in cases where no specific rules had been adopted.

Staff

As regards the staff recruitment planning, the strategy chosen by the EDPS was a moderate but sustainable
growth that was agreed by the Council and the Parliament in the Financial Perspectives for 2007-2013. This
moderate growth came to an end in 2013 with the last two permanent posts that were granted to complete
our establishment plan. Therefore, no additional human resources were requested for the following years as
far as the EDPS is concerned.

As to the requirement to reduce our establishment plan by 5% over a period of 5 years (two posts in our
case), the EDPS undertakes to apply the reduction in the years 2015 and 2016.

In the framework of the preparatory works to set up the future EDPB, the EDPS requested the creation of a
task force composed of the three staff members (1 AD + 1 CA/SNE + 1 AST). The task force took on duty as
from 1 July 2015.

As far as other staff is concerned, the credits requested for the 2015 draft budget, were only those necessary
to cover the cost of the five contract agents group II granted in 2014 plus an additional agent group III to
replace an official in the finance team. Any additional credits necessary to cope with potential unexpected
situations (long leaves, vacancies with failed selection procedure, etc.) were, as in the past, obtained through
internal redeployments.

Ten trainees (two sessions of five) were hosted by the EDPS in 2015 and two national experts from national
data protection authorities were recruited as contract agents; indeed, due to the budgetary cuts applied in
the Member States, national data protection authorities were not in a position to send their staff as seconded
to the EDPS.

REVENUE

The revenue budget for the 2015 financial year amounted to EUR 959 000. This sum is derived from Chapter
40 – Deductions from remuneration (Article 400 'Tax on salaries' - EUR 497 000 and Article 404 'Special levy -
EUR 81 000) and Chapter 41 – Contribution to the pension scheme (EUR 381 000).

EXPENDITURE

The budgetary appropriations for the European Data Protection Supervisor for the 2015 financial year
amounted to EUR 8 760 417.

The volume of commitments for 2015 was EUR 8 374 845, 27 corresponding to 95.60% of the available
appropriations.

Total appropriations for payments (in C1 and C8) are expected to amount to EUR 8 283 516, 80 which is
94.56% of the appropriations for payments. The payments made for the 2015 financial year amounted, as of
31 December 2015 (C1 only), to EUR 7 579 819, 88 which is 86.52% of the appropriations for payments.



CONSOLIDATION OF THE INTER-INSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION

In 2015, interinstitutional cooperation continued in the areas in which the EDPS is assisted by other EU
institutions and bodies.

The Commission’s assistance has been continued, particularly with regard to financial, accounting and
budgetary matters. DG Budget provides with technical assistance to the EDPS in financial and accounting
matters and the Central Financial Service assists by providing information. The Commission’s Accounting
Officer acts simultaneously as Accounting Officer to the EDPS. The same applies to the Commission's
Internal Audit Service.

Inter-institutional cooperation presents many advantages from the perspective of good financial
management and budget consolidation. This cooperation is vital for the EDPS, not only because of the small
size of our organisation, but also because it increases efficiency and allows for economies of scale; in
addition, most of the expenditure remains within the EU administrations, therefore resulting in appreciable
savings for the EU budget.

The EDPS relies heavily on administrative cooperation with other institutions. Instruments such as Service
Level Agreements (see table below) permit effective quality control and tailor-made mechanisms to
maximise the efficiency of the services and to achieve some savings in the administrative budget.

The EDPS also participates in various inter-institutional calls for tenders (see table below), thus increasing
efficiency in many administrative areas and making progress towards greater autonomy.

The list below includes the inter-institutional framework contracts (FWCs) that the EDPS currently uses to
conclude purchase orders and/or specific contracts to cover needs particularly in the area of Information
Technology and Administration:

INSTITUTION SERVICE FEES Remarks

COMMISSION - DG EAC Traineeships Office 6.524,40 Forfait per trainee

COMMISSION - Medical service Medical service - Depending on consumption

COMMISSION - PMO Staff and administration 42.783,71 Forfait per person per service

COMMISSION - DG HR SYSLOG traning - Depending on consumption

COMMISSION - DG DIGIT SYSLOG traning - IT products and services 6.162,00 Fix amount

COMMISSION - DG DIGIT SYSPER2 implementation 20.000,00 Fix amount

COMMISSION - EUSA Training and development - Depending on consumption

COMMISSION - DG BUDG Use of ABAC 30.000,00 Fix amount

COMMISSION - OIB Catering services - Depending on consumption

ENISA Security audit for Eurodac database -

CDT Translation services - Depending on consumption

OPOCE Publications and communication - Depending on consumption

SLA OIB Service Cars for the memebers of the Management Board - Depending on consumption

SLA IDOC Managing administrative inquiries and disciplinary procedures - Depending on consumption

SLA DGT Interpretation - Depending on consumption

EP - DG INLO Administrative agreement for building and logistics - Depending on consumption

EP - DG ITEC Administrative agreement for IT services 1.000,00 Forfait per user

EP - DG PRES Administrative agreement for security, accreditation and mail - Depending on consumption



Name of Framework Contract Area of use EDPS Purchase

DIGIT/R2/PO/2013/004 - ABC III 5 (Lot 2) Advice, benchmarking and consulting Feasibility Study on the IT Infrastructure for the EDPB

DIGIT/R2/PO/2013/023 SIDE
Acquisition of user right licences of
computer software products and licences

Case Management System (Fabasoft VDE + SAAS),
Consultancy and license PhPstorm PHP IDE

ADMIN/D1/PR/2009/036 Accident insurance for non-statutory staff Accident insurance for non-statutory staff

ADMIN/D1/PR/2009/013
Travel agency services for organising work-
related travel

Travel agency services for organising work-related
travel

PMO8/PR/2011/053
Missions insurance "Assurance
Responsabilité Civile"

Missions insurance "Assurance Responsabilité Civile"

PMO2/PR/2013/001 Civil Liability Insurance Civil Liability Insurance

HR/R3/PR/2014/078 intérimaies Staff: Intérimaires Staff: Intérimaires

INLO.AO-2013-48-LUX-UAGBI-9 Achat de consommables informatiques

INLO.AO-2012-028-LUX-UAGBI-0 Achat du papier photocopieurs A

PE/ITEC-ITS14 Lot 2 External Service Provision for IT Services Webdeveloper Consultancy

PE/ITEC-ITS14 Lot 8 External Service Provision for IT Services
Development of an Information Security Policy for the
EDPS

PE/2004/19 AR MOB - Lot 1,2,3,4 Furniture mobilier

PE/ITEC- TVDIS14 Equipment for TV distribution and services

PE/2008/26/UPGF/9 Fournitures de bureau Fournitures de bureau

PE/2010/UAGBI/1 Sièges de bureau Sièges de bureau
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USE OF APPROPRIATIONS BY ARTICLE

TITLE I

EXPENDITURE RELATING TO PERSONS WORKING WITH THE INSTITUTION

Title I of the EDPS budget comprises five articles. It is designed to cover expenditure relating directly to the
members and staff of the institution.

The amounts entered in Title I of the European Data Protection Supervisor’s budget came to a total of
EUR 5 934 808.

The utilisation rate for the appropriations entered in Title I was 97.95%, the disbursed amount totalling
EUR 5 812 855, 74.

The breakdown of the appropriations after transfers and amending budgets was as follows:

1. Article 100 Remuneration, allowances and other entitlements of members

The appropriations amounted to EUR 878 689. A total of EUR 870 590, 61 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 99.08%.

2. Article 101 Other expenditure in connection with members

This article is intended to cover other expenditure connected with the Supervisor and the
Assistant Supervisor, particularly mission expenses and expenditure on further training.

The appropriations amounted to EUR 74 394. A total of EUR 66 519, 00 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 89.41%.

3. Article 110 Remuneration, allowances and other entitlements of officials and temporary staff

The appropriations amounted to EUR 3 885 808. A total of EUR 3 789 010, 31 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 97.51%.

4. Article 111 Other staff

This article covers expenditure arising from recourse to seconded national experts, trainees,
contract staff and interim staff.

The appropriations amounted to EUR 822 386. A total of EUR 822 306, 79 was disbursed,
making, and the utilisation rate was 99.99%.

5. Article 112 Other expenditure in connection with staff

The budgetary expenditure covered by this article relates primarily to staff missions and to
recruitment and training costs.

The appropriations amounted to EUR 273 531. A total of EUR 264 429, 03 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 96.67%.



TITLE II

BUILDINGS, EQUIPMENT AND EXPENDITURE IN CONNECTION WITH THE OPERATION OF
THE INSTITUTION

Title II of the EDPS budget comprises two articles. It is intended to cover institutional expenditure such as
running costs and office expenses as well as costs arising from the performance of the institution’s tasks.

The amounts entered in Title II of the European Data Protection Supervisor’s budget came to a total of
EUR 2 314 436.
The utilisation rate for the appropriations entered in Title II was 93.07%.

The breakdown of the appropriations after transfers and amending budgets was as follows:

1. Article 200 Rents, charges and other buildings expenditure

The appropriations amounted to EUR 885 000. The utilisation rate was 90.12%.

2. Article 201 Expenditure in connection with the operation and activities of the institution

The increase in the workload of the EDPS stemmed from the increasingly high profile of the
institution. Such is the nature of its tasks that EDPS expenditure increases with the size of its
workload. Translations, for example, account for a large percentage of the EDPS budget. In
fact, the opinions of the EDPS on legislative proposals are translated into 23 official
languages and published in the Official Journal.

Nevertheless, thanks to a new translations policy that was implemented in 2012, substantial
savings were generated through better advance forecasting of translations and limiting the
number of pages per document. Those savings enabled us to carry out internal
redeployments to cover other budgetary needs resulting from new tasks/responsibilities.

The appropriations in Article 201 amounted to EUR 1 429 436, and the utilisation rate was
94.90%. After redeployments, the breakdown of these appropriations was as follows:

(a) Equipment

The appropriations amounted to EUR 592 500. The utilisation rate was 93.84%.

(b) Supplies

The appropriations amounted to EUR 15 000. The utilisation rate was 83.32%.

(c) Other operating expenditure

The appropriations amounted to EUR 110 250. The utilisation rate was 100%.

(d) Translation and interpretation costs

The appropriations amounted to EUR 407 686. The utilisation rate was 100%.

(e) Expenditure on publishing and information

The appropriations amounted to EUR 187 000. The utilisation rate was 100%.

(f) Expenditure in connection with the activities of the institution

The appropriations amounted to EUR 117 000. The utilisation rate was 71.02%.



TITLE III

EUROPEAN DATA PROTECTION BOARD (EDPB)

In January 2012, the Commission adopted a proposal for a Data Protection Regulation and a proposal for a
Directive in the field of law enforcement. These legal texts aimed at adapting the legal framework to the
challenges of a globalised world while guaranteeing a high level of data protection for individuals.

One of the most pertinent elements of these proposals was the creation of a European Data Protection Board
(EDPB) to replace the so-called Article 29 Working Party, that is, the advisory body made of the
representatives of the national data protection authorities created by Directive 95/46/EC and in place since
1996. The EDPB would go beyond a very influential advisory role and would be entrusted with the
challenging task of ensuring a consistent application of the new Data Protection Regulation.

As the negotiations to agree on a final text of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) were quite
advanced, the draft budget 2015 no longer referred to forecasts but to the reality of a new EU entity with
legal personality and legally binding powers that needed to be set up and be fully operational in mid-2018.
Under the existing legal proposal, the Secretariat of the EDPB would be provided by the EDPS and although
the result of the negotiations is of course unpredictable, there seemed to be a strong consensus about the
need for an EDPB, fully independent and with strong legal powers, which would be administratively
attached to the EDPS and thus able to benefit from all the resulting synergies and cost savings.

A small task-force was created in July 2015 with the responsibility of assessing the necessary legal,
operational and budgetary means for the creation of the EDPB. Accordingly, as planned since the creation in
2013 of a new Title III to cover the future needs of the EDPB, some minimum appropriations were requested.

The amounts entered in Title III of the European Data Protection Supervisor’s budget came to a total of
EUR 511 173.

The utilisation rate for the appropriations entered in Title III was 79.79%, the disbursed amount totalling
EUR 407 881, 47.

The breakdown of the appropriations after transfers and amending budgets was as follows:

1. Article 301 Remuneration, allowances and other entitlements of officials and temporary staff

The appropriations amounted to EUR 124 493. A total of EUR 64 266, 85 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 51.62%.

2. Article 302 Other staff

This article is intended to cover expenditure relating to the use of contract staff.

The appropriations amounted to EUR 45 579. A total of EUR 44 706, 75 was disbursed,
making the utilisation rate 98.09%.

3. Article 303      Other expenditure in connection with staff of the Board

The appropriations amounted to EUR 41 101. A total of EUR 0 was disbursed, making the
utilisation rate 0%.

4. Article 304 Expenditure in connection with the operation and activities of the Board

The appropriations amounted to EUR 300 000. A total of EUR 298 907, 87 was disbursed,
making, and the utilisation rate was 99.64%.
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